Common
Causes
of Wet
Basements

Fixing the Problem
Depending on the severity and source of the
problem, your wet basement solution can
be either simple or complex. Every case is
different. The key is finding the right solution
for your home.

To resolve wet basement problems, you
may need the help of qualified experts such
as plumbers, waterproofing companies,
landscapers and construction contractors.
Local agencies are also available to help
with surface water and flood control issues,
including:
•

Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation
District, (513) 772-7645, hcswcd.org

•

Hamilton County Planning & Development,
(513) 946-4550, hamiltoncountyohio.gov/pd

•

City of Cincinnati Stormwater Management
Utility, (513) 557-7129

•

Your local municipality or township
public works department

To report a sewer backup, please call
(513) 352-4900, 24/7. For more
information about MSD’s SBU program,
or to report a sewer backup online,
please visit our website at
call.msdgc.org.
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A simple solution might be regularly cleaning
your gutters. A more complex solution might
include installing new foundation drains,
waterproofing your basement or changing the
slope of your yard.

Wet Basements

Surface Water

Identifying the Problem

Wet basements are a common headache for
many homeowners, especially those who live in
older homes. Standing water and dampness can
damage your home, furniture and keepsakes
and can even create health problems for you
and your family.

Surface water is rain water, melted snow or
flood water that collects on top of the ground.
If the ground around your property slopes
toward your house, water can seep inside
through joints or cracks in the foundation walls
and floors, window wells or outside basement
doors.

Sometimes, it’s easy to tell where the water in
your basement is coming from. Other times,
it’s not so obvious. In these cases:

These problems only get worse and more costly
with time, so don’t wait to fix them.

Common Causes
of Wet Basements
Some of the most common causes of wet
basements are:
•

Surface Water

•

Groundwater

•

Stormwater Sewer Backups

Sidewalks, driveways and downspouts that direct
surface water toward your home can also cause
wet basement problems.

•

Look for water or mud in cracks of your
basement walls and foundation

•

Check for damp areas, dark stains and
whitish salt deposits on walls, or floors or
cracked/splintered paneling or floor boards

•

Check your gutters during a rainstorm
(or check them with a hose) for water
spilling out

•

Watch how stormwater flows through your
property and around your house during
heavy rains

Groundwater
Groundwater sometimes causes wet basements,
especially if the ground has been soaked by
heavy rains or melting snow.
When the soil around your home is saturated,
water in the ground pushes against your
foundation floor and walls and can seep inside.
Homes built on or near natural springs, lakes,
drained ponds and drained wetlands are more
likely to have groundwater problems.

If you cannot determine how water is entering
your house, you will most likely need assistance
from a professional.

Stormwater Sewer Backups
Stormwater drains may be installed around
the foundation of your home or in low-lying
areas on your property. They are designed to
collect rain water and direct it away from your
property to a storm sewer pipe or a nearby
creek.
If storm sewers fill up with too much rain water,
the water may travel backward in the pipe
toward your home.
Surface water can seep into homes when the
ground slopes toward the property.

A similar problem can occur if the drains or
storm sewer pipes become clogged or broken.

A cracked foundation can allow water to
enter homes.

